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XX VITI.—Additional List of Birds from Port Denison. 
By Epwarp P. Ramsay. 


Ar various intervals since I forwarded my first List of Birds from 
Port Denison (Ibis, 1865, p. 83), I have received from the same ` 
source several collections, in which are contained many species 
not hitherto mentioned as being found so far to the north. 

Port Denison seems to be situated at about the southern limit 
of the north-country birds, and the northern limit of our New 
South Wales species. Its fauna therefore includes many thought 
to be peculiar to North Australia, as well as most of the common 
birds of this colony. 

As instances I may, among many others, mention,the follow- 
ing birds of New South Wales :— 


Pardalotus affinis, Myiagra plumbea, 
Lopholzmus antarcticus, Stictoptera bichenovil, 
Podargus strigoides, Tropidorhynchus corniculatus, 
Artamus minor, Sericulus melinus, 
Campephaga leucomela, Ptilonorhynchus holosericeus. 


Of North Australian species we have :— 


Tanysiptera sylvia, Mimeta affinis, 
Todirhamphus pyrrhopygius, | _ Glycyphila fasciata, 
Graucalus hypoleucus, Ptilotis flava, 
Campephaga karu *, Myristicivora spilorrhoa, 
Piezorhynchus nitidus, Megapodius tumulus, 


* Also found in the neighbourhood of Brisbane. 
N. 8.—VOL. II. 7 
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and others, which will be found in the following list, in which 
the numbers prefixed to the names of the species run on from 
my former communication. The nomenclature here used is that 
of Mr. Gould’s ‘ Handbook to the Birds of Australia,’ to which 


references are added. 


46. ASTUR APPROXIMANS (Vigors and Horsfield)? H. B.A. 
i. p. 4l. 

This is either a very peculiar variety or a new species. I am 
more inclined to consider it distinct upon comparing it with like 
specimens procured by Mr. G. Masters, and now in the Collection 
of the Australian Museum. 


47. SPILOGLAUX BooBook (Latham). H. B.A. i. p. 74. 
Not rare, but by no means plentiful. 


48. PODARGUS STRIGOIDES (Latham). H. B.A. i. p. 84. 

A much smaller specimen than is usually procured in New 
South Wales. It might be P. phalenoides; but so much con- 
fusion exists between these two species, that, after spending the 
greater part of two days in trying to identify its species, I put 
it down as above. 


49. EURYSTOPODUS ALBOGULARIS (Vigors and Horsfield). 
HAB TATAG 

Common at times, though Mr. Rainbird tells me he met with 
only one spgcimen last year (1865). Towards the end of 1864 
he sent down ten specimens, all from the same locality ; and he 
also forwarded me a broken egg taken from a female which he 
was skinning. I am afraid it was hardly fit for laying, as the 
markings were very indistinct. It appears to have been about 11 
inch long by °75 inch wide, and is spotted pretty equally all over 
with reddish-brown and pale lilac. In shape it closely resembles 
eggs of Caprimulgus asiaticus which I received in a collection 
from Ceylon in 1863; the markmgs are also diffused over the 
surface of the shell in the same style. 


50. Merors ornatus, Latham. H. B.A. i. p. 117. 


Specimens from Port Denison are somewhat smaller than those 
from New South Wales. 
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51. Eurystomus paciricus (Latham). H. B.A.1 p. 119. 
Apparently plentiful in certain seasons. I have received 
sterna of this species, procured in October and December 1865. 


52. ToDIRHAMPHUS SANCTUS (Vigors and Horsfield). H.B.A. 
i. p. 128. 


53. TODIRHAMPHUS PYRRHOPYGIUS, Gould. H.B.A. 1i. p.180. 

From Port Denison I have received but a single example of 
tbis beautiful and rare Kingfisher, forwarded in December 1865. 
The only information obtained with it is that it was a male and 
was shot in that neighbourhood. 

This specimen is much larger and more highly coloured than 
any I have’ received from South Australia. The sides of the 
neck are washed with blackish-brown, and the collar distinctly 
tinged with rufous. 

Eggs of this species, of which a set was kindly forwarded to 
me by Mr. F. E. Waterhouse, of Adelaide, together with a skin, 
all procured in the neighbourhood of the Darling River, are 
slightly smaller than ordinary-sized eggs of T. sanctus. In 
length they are ‘95 inch by ‘9 inch in width. 


54. ALCYONE AZUREA (Latham). H. B.A. i. p. 139. 

Plentiful on the borders of creeks and mangrove-swamps. 
The eggs of this species are pure white, like all the others of its 
family, ‘8 to ‘85 inch in length by °7 to 75 inch in breadth. 


55. ARTAMUS soRDIDUS (Latham). H. B.A. i. p. 148. 


56. ARTAMUS MINOR (Vieillot). H.B. A. i. p. 146. 

Of this very distinct little species I have seen only two speci- 
mens from Port Denison, one of which I received in May 1865. 

57. PARDALOTUS AFFINIS, Gould. H. B.A. i. p. 168. 

58. GYMNORHINA TIBICEN (Latham). H. B. A. i. p. 175. 

Common. Specimens from Port Denison are somewhat 
smaller than those of New South Wales. 

59. GRALLINA PicaTa (Latham). H.B.A.1. p. 188. 

60. GRAUCALUS MELANOPS (Latham). H. B.A. 1. p. 192. 

61. GRAUCALUS MENTALIS, Vigors and Horsfield. H. B.A. 
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62. CAMPEPHAGA LEUCOMELA, Vigors and Horsfield. H. B. A. 
i. p. 203. 


63. CAMPEPHAGA HUMERALIS, Gould. H. B.A. i. p. 204. 
64. SISURA INQUIETA (Latham). H.B. A. i. p. 246. 


65. PIEZORHYNCHUS NITIDUS, Gould. H. B.A. i. p.249. 

Three specimens of this beautiful Flycatcher, a male and two 
females, were procured from the: mangrove-swamps around Port 
Denison. Mr. Rainbird states he met with them quite by acci- 
dent while looking for specimens of Alcyone pusilla, which I had 
asked him to procure. He further states that they must be ex- 
tremely rare, these being the only examples which he has met 
with during his residence at Port Denison, which extends now 
over a period of three years. 


66. Perræca GooDENOvI (Vigors and Horsfield). H.-B.A. 
i. p. 280. 

This species seems to be very plentiful, as upwards of a dozen 
specimens were sent to Sydney in one collection made by Mr. 
Rainbird during October and November 1865. Itis by no means 
common near Sydney, and when found is usually in pairs. 


67. CISTICOLA LINEOCAPILLA, Gould. H. B. A. i. p. 351. 
One specimen only sent. 


68. CıstTIcoLA EXILIS (Latham). H. B.A. i. p. 350. 

The eggs of two species of Cisticola which are in our collec- 
tion (one of which, procured from the Hunter River, I believe 
to be that of C. ruficeps, and the other that of C. exilis) are of 
a light bluish-green, spotted and dotted with reddish-brown, 
particularly at the larger end, where a few spots of faint purple 
appear beneath the shell. 


69. CINCLORHAMPHUS CANTILLANS, Gould. H.B. A. i.p.395. 

The eggs of this species, and also of C. cruralis and Ptenædus 
rufescens, have a white ground, spotted, blotched, or minutely 
freckled with bright reddish-brown or salmon-colour: their 
number is usually three. The nests are placed upon the ground 
beside some tuft of long grass, or, in the case of C. cantil- 
lans, among the dead leafy tops of trees which have been felled. 
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They are often composed of stringy-bark alone, at other times 
with grass, fibrous rootlets, and the like. These birds may be 
ranked among our sweetest and most lively songsters. C. can- 
tillans is a perfect ventriloquist; and I have been frequently 
misled by fancying the bird was flying towards me, and at least 
a hundred yards or more away, when to my surprise one day I 
discovered it perched upon a bough only a few feet above my 
head. Its note is a continued and varied song, which it com- 
mences in a very low tone, seeming to be a considerable distance 
off, then getting louder and louder till it reaches an almost deaf- 
ening pitch, when it suddenly stops with a loud sharp “ crack,” 
something like the abrupt note of Pachycephala rufiventris and 
Psophodes crepitans. After twittering a few notes in an under 
tone, it again commences its song, with which it also favours us 
as it flies to and fro over the fields. It seldom mounts in the 
air to any distance, but chiefly flies backwards and forwards over 
the ground at an elevation of about twenty or thirty feet. Its 
power of ventriloquism is truly wonderful and most perfect. 
When first I discovered it I could hardly believe my eyes; but 
when it repeated its song several times while I was standing 
beneath the bough on which it was perched, and closely watching 
it, being only a few feet from the bird itself, I left without any 
doubt whatever upon the subject, and only wondered why I had 
not observed it before. Its song being the same, except the ven- 
triloquism, as when it is flying, one is not so likely to notice it. 


70. STICTOPTERA BICHENOVII (Vigors and Horsfield). H.B.A. 
1, p. 409. i 

71. ÆGINTHA TEMPORALIS (Latham). H. B.A. i. p. 411. 

72. ADEMOSYNE MODESTA, Gould. H. B.A. i. p. 414. 


73. PorrniLa cincta, Gould. H. B.A. i. p. 425. 
All these four species are at times plentiful. 


74. CHLAMYDODERA MACULATA, Gould. H. B.A. i. p. 450. 
Neither this bird nor C. nuchalis (Ibis, 1865, p. 85) are by 
any means rare. Of C. nuchalis Mr. Rambird forwarded me a 


living example, which he states he had in confinement for up- 


wards of five months. It feeds freely upon bread soaked in 


p 
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water, and almost anything in the shape of fruit. It is a great 
mimic, and imitates many of our native birds with much preci- 
sion, accompanied by the most varied and pleasing actions. 


75. PTILONORHYNCHUS HOLOSERICEUS, Kuhl. H. B. A. i. 


76. SERICULUS MELINUS (Latham). H. B.A. i. p. 456. 
Several specimens were sent during the year 1865, but none 
previously. 


77. Mimera viripis (Latham). H. B.A. i. p. 462. 
Quite similar to specimens from New South Wales. 


78. Mimera arrinis, Gould. H. B.A. i. p. 465. 
79, SPHECOTHERES MAXILLARIS (Latham). H. B. A.1.p.466. 


80. ACANTHOGENYS RUFIGULARIS, Gould. H. B. A.i. p. 534. 
A single specimen is all I have seen of this species from Port 
Denison. 


81. ANTHOCHERA CARUNCULATA (Latham). H.B.A.1.p.538. 
82. MYZOMELA SANGUINOLENTA (Latham). H.B.A.1.p.555. 


83. ZOSTEROPS, sp. ? 


84. CucuLus opratus, Gould? H. B. A.i. p. 614. 

In the course of 1865 several specimens were sent, and among 
them one very beautiful and showy bird, which eventually may 
turn out to be a new species, but which at present, knowing the 
great dissimilarity which exists between the young and the adults 
of this genus in Australia, I have put down as the young C. op- 
tatus. This interesting specimen is so elaborately marked that 
it would take too long to describe it at present. I may mention, 
however, that the whole of the upper surface is chestnut-brown, 
barred with wavy lines of blackish-brown. Throat and chest 
white, closely barred’ with broad waves of dark brown; under- 
sides of the wings white, barred with narrow lines of brown; 
breast, abdomen, and flanks the same as in the adult of C. op- 
tatus; under tail-coverts barred with five distinct lines of brown ; 
feathers of tail chestnut above, barred with blackish-brown ; 
below brown, through which the chestnut and blackish-brown 
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lines appear indistinctly. Of course this must not be taken for 
a description, it is merely intended to give some idea pf the bird. 
In size it is quite equal to C. opiatus. 


85. CucuLvs, sp.? 

Since 1862 I have several times, throughout various parts of 
the year, received specimens of a second Cuckoo from Port Deni- 
son; and as I am unable to find any description at all fitting it in 
Gould’s ‘ Birds of Australia,’ or any other publication, I believe 
it to be in all probability a new species, the decision of which, 
however, I shall leave to those better acquainted with the group. 
All the specimens that have been received from Port Denison, 
are exactly alike in plumage, and were procured from February 
to December. 

In size they are slightly smaller than Oommen flabelliformis, 
(Lath.); Cuculus cineraceus, Vig. & Horsf. 


86. CacoMANTIS PALLIDUS (Latham). H. B.A. i. p. 615. 
Arrives during September and the following months in tole- 
rable numbers. 


87. Lamprococcyx PLAGOSUS (Latham). H. B.A. i. p. 623. 
A common summer visitant, arriving about August or Sep- 
tember. 


88. SCYTHROPS NOVÆ-HOLLANDIÆ (Latham)? H. B. A.i. 
p. 628. 

I am not at all sure of this species. Mr. Rainbird procured 
four examples only, which he informs me he shot from a flock of 
about fifty passing over Port Denison, flying inland from the 
sea. They certainly resemble the true S. nove-hollandie, but 
differ in having the bill much more rounded above, shorter, and 
more curved downwards. The quills also are smooth, with the 
edges not serrated. The head, throat, neck, and breast are of a 
very pale lead-blue, with feathers of brownish-yellow interspersed 
over the head, throat, and upper part of the neck. The feathers 
on the breast are barred, and edged faintly with white ; abdomen 
white ; flanks white, barred with dark brown; under tail-coverts 
white. Back and rump very dark brown; upper tail-coverts 
dark brown, getting blackish at the tips, which are finally edged 
with brownish-yellow running off into white. Primaries and 
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secondaries tipped in the same manner; shoulders and the rest 
of the wing-feathers more or less tipped with brownish-yellow ; 
two middle tail-feathers dark brown, with a broad band of black, 
and tipped with white; the others the same, but with more white 
at the tips, and the rest of the feathers serrated with black and 
white. 


89. Cacatua GALERITA (Latham). H. B.A. i. p. 2. 

Of this species Mr. Rainbird states he shot several specimens, 
all having the orbits of a fleshy rose-colour, with the irides pink. 
In the examples he sent down I can find no difference from our 
New South Wales birds, save that the crest is slightly longer, and 
the orbits have a dark line round the lower side. 


90. CaLyPTORHYNCHUS BANKSI (Latham)? H. B. A.iii. p.13. 
91. EUPHEMA PULCHELLA (Shaw). H. B.A. ii. p. 77. 


92. MerorsıtTacus UNDULATUS (Shaw). H. B.A. ii. p.81. 
Several specimens were sent in December 1865. 


93. CALOPSITTA NOVÆ-HOLLANDIÆ (Latham). H. B. A. ii. 
p. 84. 


94, PriLonorus swarnsoni, Gould. H. B.A. ii. p. 106. 

Evidently very common. I have received specimens in all 
stages. This species appears to have three distinct stages of 
plumage. 

No. 1, which I take.to be that of the first year, has the whole 
of the upper surface bright green ; the feathers on the back, 
upper wing-coverts and upper tail-coverts, bounded by a narrow 
line of yellow, becoming much broader on the tertiaries. From 
the beak to the eye, and extending half over it, is a yellow line; 
chin yellow; the feathers of the neck and breast (which are 
rounded and not forked as in the adults) are edged with a nar- 
row yellow line; lower part of the breast, abdomen, and under 
tail-coverts yellow; flanks greenish, edged with yellow. Feathers 
of tail grey, tipped with yeilow, and having the outer webs of the 
upperside bright green. Total length of bird about 7 inches, 
length of wing 4'6 inches. 

No. 2, is a slightly larger bird, the total length being about 
7:5 inches, length of wing 4'7 inches; and it differs only in 
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having the chin very pale yellow, and the breast with a few of 
the feathers forked, the rest being asin No. 1. Abdomen and 
under tail-coverts slightly tinged with orange; upper part of 
abdomen with a few feathers of rose-pink, the same as appear on 
those parts in the adult birds. On the crown of the head are 
also a few feathers of the same tint showing through the green 
ones; the tail-feathers are very sparingly tipped with very light 
yellow, the two middle ones not at all. 

No. 3. Adult as figured in the ‘ Birds of Australia’ (vol. v. 
pl. 55). The Port Denison birds differ from specimens I have 
received from the Clarence River, in having the tips of the tail- 
feathers of a much lighter yellow, and in some almost white. 


95. LAMPROTRERON suPERBUS (Temminck). H. B. A. i. 
p. 108. 

This species appears to be equally common with the last. I 
have received numerous specimens of both sexes, but only two 
(a male and a female) in full plumage; the others are in various 
stages, chiefly all green (except the white abdomen), through 
which the plumage of the adult appears. The feathers on the 
breast of the young of both sexes are rounded, and not forked as 
in the old birds; some young males have a mixture of both. 


96. MrcatopreriA MAGNIFICA (Temminck). H. B. A. i. 
p. 110. 


97. LornoLæmus antarcticus (Shaw). H.B. A. ii. p. 116. 
Both these species are common, feeding in the native fig-trees. 


98. PHAPS cHALCoPTERA (Latham). H. B.A. ï. p. 122. 


99. PHaps nistrionica, Gould. H. B.A. in. p. 127. 

A large flock of this species visited the neighbourhood of Port 
Denison about October 1864, out of which Mr. Rainbird pro- 
cured five specimens, three of which I received; and another, a 
living example, was forwarded to me in December last. It bore 
confinement remarkably well, feeding upon cracked maize and 
bread soaked in water, besides seeds of various kinds. One 
morning, however, it forced its head through the wires of its 
cage and committed suicide. 


100. Gzoruars scripra (Temminck). H.B. A. ii. p. 130. 
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101. ERYTHRAUCHENIA HUMERALIS (Temminck). H.B.A.u. 
p. 142. 

102. GEOPELIA TRANQUILLA, Gould. H. B. A. ii. p. 144. 

103. GEOPELIA PLACIDA, Gould. H.B. A. ii. p. 145. 

I have received specimens of the three preceding species; but 


whether they are numerous at Port Denison or not I am unable 
to say. 


104. MACROPYGIA PHASIANELLA (Temminck). H. B. A. i. 
p. 148. 

Rare. 

105. TALEGALLUS LATHAM1 (J. E. Gray). H. B. A. i. p. 150. 

More or less plentiful at times: in 1863 I received specimens, 
but have not heard of any since. 


106. Turnix varia (Latham). H. B.A. ii. p. 179. 


107. Corurnrix pecToRALIs, Gould. H. B. A. ii. p. 190. 
Synecus australis (Ibis, 1865, p. 86) is common. 


108. GipicnEMUs GRALLARIUS (Latham). H. B. A. ii. p. 210. 
Always plentiful. 


109. LosivanELLus LoBAtus (Latham). H.B. A. ii. p.218. 


110. ÆGIALOPHILUS RUFICAPILLUS (Temminck). H. B. A. i. 
p. 235. 


111. ÆGIALITES NIGRIFRONS (Cuvier). H. B.A. ii. p. 232. 

These two last species are plentiful in the margins of swamps 
and flats on the borders of creeks and rivers. In December 
1864 and January 1865 I found both as far inland as Goul- 
burn and Lake Bathurst. 


112. Himantopus LEUCOCEPHALUS, Gould. H. B. A. i. 
p. 246. 
One bird shot November 1865. 


113. Līımxnocıncrus acuminatus (Horsfield). H. B. A. ii. 
p. 254. 


114. GLOTTIS GLOTTOIDES (Vigors). H. B.A. i. p. 265. 
(115. GALLINAGO AUSTRALIS (Latham). H.B.A. ii. p.271. 


il. 


ll. 


il. 


p. 
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116. CARPHIBIS SPINICOLLIS (Jameson). H. B. A. i. p. 282. 
117. FALCINELLUS 1GNEUs (Gmelin). H. B.A. ii. p. 286. 
118. Prarrsıs FLAVIPES, Gould. H. B.A. ii. p. 288. 

119. ARDEA PACIFICA, Latham. H. B.A. ii. p. 297. 

120. ARDEA NOVÆ-HOLLANDIÆ, Latham. H.B. A. ii. p. 299. 
121. Heropras MELANopus (Wagler). H.B. A. ii. p. 804. 
122. Nycricorax caLeponicus (Latham). H.B. A.ii.p.811. 
123. ButroripEs FLAVICOLLIS (Latham). H. B. A. ii. p.315. 
124. Buroripes savanica (Horsfield). H. B. A. ii. p. 317. 


125. HYPOTÆNIDIA PHILIPPENSIS (Linnæus). H. B. A. ii. 


. 334. 


126. CHLAMYDOCHEN JUBATA (Latham). H. B. A.i. p. 354, 
127. CHeNorIs atrata (Latham). H. B. A. i. p. 346. 
128. ANAS SUPERCILIOSA, Gmelin. H. B.A. i. p. 368. 
129. Anas punctTaTA, Cuvier. H. B. A.i p. 365. 


130. MALACORHYNCHUS MEMBRANACEUS (Latham). H. B.A. 
p. 372. i 

Only one skin sent. 

131. Brucuicavia samesoni (Wilson). H. B. A. ii. p. 387. 
132. PHALACROCORAX NOVÆ-HOLLANDIÆ, Stephens. H. B.A. 


p. 488. 


133. PHALACROCORAX STICTOCEPHALUS, Bonaparte. H. B.A. 
p. 495. 


134. PELICANUS CONSPICILLATUS, Temminck. H. B. A. i. 
486. 
This specimen, Mr. Rainbird states, weighed 16 Ibs. in the 


flesh. 


135. Popicers curars, Gould. H. B. A. n. p. 513. 
Dobroyde, January 2, 1866. 


Since the above was written I have received three more species 


from Port Denison, namely— 
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186. Tanysiprera sytvia, Gould. H. B. A.i. p. 187. 
Only one seen. 


137. SruHenqmacus GALACTODES (Temminck). H. B. A.i. 
p. 399. 


138. Cisticona IsURA, Gould. H. B. A.i. p. 352. 

I have no doubt, when Mr. Rainbird has time to pay more 
attention to the less gaudy birds, many more of our New South 
Wales species will be found in Queensland. 


XXIX.—The Ornithology of India.—A Commentary on Dr. 
Jerdon’s ‘ Birds of India? By Epwarp Bryta, late 
Curator of the Museum of the Asiatic Society at Calcutta, 
Hon. Mem. As, Soc. 

[Continued from p. 258.] // 

82. Hrrunpo rustica, L.; H. gutturalis, Scop.; H. panay- 
ana, Gm.; H. jewan, Sykes. 

The average of adult Swallows from the Indian region and 
China are smaller than the average of European examples, to 
the extent sometimes of an inch in length of wing; but some 
Indian are undistinguishable from European specimens. Thus 
Dr. Jerdon remarks, “ On carefully comparing specimens from 
England and Algiers in the Museum at Calcutta with Indian 
specimens from various parts of the country, I can detect no 
difference.” Mr. Gould has lately described a H. fretensis 
(Handb. B. Austral. i. p. 110) from North Australia and Java ; 
and this seems to be the same Swallow that Dr. Jerdon indicates 
as exemplified by one specimen from Java and another from 
Southern India (p. 157), in which case H. frenata has to be 
added to the ‘Fauna Indica.’ The H. tytleri, Jerdon (Appen- 
dix, p. 870), comes very near to H. cahirica of Palestine and 
Egypt, but is rather smaller and has much less of the black 
gorget. It may be said to hold that relationship to H. guttu- 
ralis which H. cahirica does to H. rustica; and H. hyperythra of 
Ceylon is an analogous rufous-bellied race of H. erythropygia. 


83. HIRUNDO DOMICOLA. 
Mr. Mottley obtained it in Borneo (P. Z. S. 1863, p. 217). 


